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AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 204905 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAIR.NL 

SUBJECT: CIV AIR: AIRPORT CONGESTION AND LOW FARES 

1 . DEPARTMENT UNDERTAKING ANALYSIS OF THIS SUMMER'S 
PROBLEM OF STRANDED LOW-FARE PASSENGERS IN EUROPE AND 
REQUESTS ADDRESSEE POSTS' ASSISTANCE. ANALYSIS IS TO 
SERVE TWO PURPOSES: (A) TO ASSIST IN DEVELOPING PROCEDURES 
SO THAT PROBLEM WILL NOT RECUR, AND (B) TO MARSHAL AVAIL- 
ABLE ARGUMENTS THAT THIS SUMMER'S DIFFICULTIES DO NOT 
DISPROVE WISDOM OF U.S. LOW-FARES POLICY. ON LATTER POINT. 
WE ANTICIPATE THAT IN COMING CIV AIR NEGOTIATIONS, SOME 
GOVERNMENTS WILL CITE EXPERIENCES THIS SUMMER AT 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 STATE 204905 

AMSTERDAM AND LONDON AIRPORTS AS EVIDENCE AGAINST U.S. 
POLICY. 

2. WE ARE CONSCIOUS OF EXCELLENT EFFORTS OF POSTS TO AID 
IN ALLEVIATING AIRPORT PROBLEMS, AND POSTS' EXTENSIVE AND 
TIMELY REPORTING WILL BE DRAWN UPON IN OUR ANALYSIS. 
HOWEVER, WE REQUEST THAT POSTS REFLECT FURTHER ON THE 
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GENERAL PROBLEM AND PROVIDE ANY IDEAS OR VIEWS WHICH 
MIGHT BE HELPFUL. RELEVANT QUESTIONS ARE AIRPORT PRO- 
CEDURES; UNEXPECTED IMPACT OF FRENCH ATC SLOWDOWN; 
CONSUMER SAFEGUARDS AND/OR EDUCATION PROGRAMS; EVIDENCE 
THAT CRUNCH AT LONDON AND AMSTERDAM WAS RESULT OF 

DIVERSION OF TRAVELLERS FROM OTHER AIRPORTS WHERE LOW 
FARES WERE UNAVAILABLE; ETC. REQUEST REPORT BY AUGUST 21. 

3. FOR LONDON: TWA INFORMED US IT IS CONSIDERING 

PUTTING AN EXTRA-SECTION 707 FOR LABOR DAY WEEKEND. VANCE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 
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PAGE 01 STATE 204905 
ORIGIN EB-08 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO /021 R 

66011 

DRAFTED BY :EB/TRA/JRATWOOD 
APPROVED BY :EB/TRA:JRATWOOD 

028597 181418Z/53 

P 181420Z AUG 78 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY LONDON PRIORITY 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 204905 

FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 204905 ACTION AMSTERDAM PARIS INFO 
BONN THE HAGUE AUG 14 

QUOTE LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 204905 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EAIR, NL 

SUBJECT: CIV AIR: AIRPORT CONGESTION AND LOW FARES 

1. DEPARTMENT UNDERTAKI 
G ANALYSIS OF THIS SUMMER'S 

PROBLEM OF STRANDED LOW-FARE PASSENGERS IN EUROPE AND 
REQUEXTS ADDRESSEE POSTS' ASSISTANCE. ANALYSIS IS TO 
SERVE TWO PURPOSES: (A) TO ASSIST IN DEVELOPING PROCEDURES 
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SO THAT PROBLEM WILL NOT RECUR, ANZ (B) TO MARSHAL AVAIL- 
ABLE ARGUMENTS THAT THIS SUMMER'S DIFFICULTIES DO NOT 
DISPROVE WISDOM OF U.S./ )92?-FARES POLICY. ON LATTER POINT, 

WE ANTICIPATE THAT IN COMING CIV AIR NEGOTIATIONS, SOME 
GOVERNMENTS WILL CITE EXPERIENCES THIS SUMMER AT 
AMSTERDAM AND LONDON AIRPORTS AS EVIDENCE AGAINST U.S. 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 STATE 204905 

POLICY. 

2. WE ARE CONSCIOUS OF EXCELLENT EFFORTS OF POTS TO AID 
IN ALLEVIATING AIRPORT PROBLEMS, AND POSTS' EXTENSIVE AND 
TIMELY REPORTING WILL BE DRAWN UPON IN OUR ANALYSIS, 
HOWEVER, WE REQUEST THAT POSTS REFLECT FURTHER ON THE 
GENERAL PROBLEM AND ROVIDE ANY IDEAS OR VIEWS WHICH 
MIGHT BE HELPFUL. RELEVANT QUESTIONS ARE AIRPORT PRO- 
XCEDURES; UNEXECTED IMPACT OF FRENCH ATC SLOWDOWN; 
CONSUMER SAFEGUARDS AND/OR EDUCATION PROGRAMS, EVIDENCE 
THAT CRUNCH AT LONDON AND AMSTERDAM WAS RESULT OF 
DIVERSION OF TRAVELLERS FROM OTHER AIRPORTS WHERE LOW 
FARES WERE UNAVAILABLE; ETC. REQUEST REPORT BY AUGUST 21. 

BEM FOR LONDON: TWA INFORMED US IT IS CONSIDERING 
PUTTING AN EXTRA-SECTION 707 FOR LABOT DAY WEEKEND. VANCE 
UNQUOTE VANCE 

NOTE BY OCT: ORIGINAL DISTRIBUTION EUR,ISO,EB/SCS,CA,AVIA„ 
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